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      “I am pleased that the Cartoonists Across America tour has been formed, because I agree that literacy has become a problem in our country.  Humor itself is always a valuable tool in providing incentive for reading.”

                                                                                     Charles Schulz, creator of Peanuts
 A Brief Background of Phil Yeh & Cartoonists Across America


    Artist and author Phil Yeh began publishing in 1970 at the age of 16. In 1973 the 19 year old student started his own newspaper called Uncle Jam that would last for the next 19 years under Yeh's creative free styling leadership.  Along with publishing a newspaper, he opened an art gallery in Long Beach in 1976 and continued to paint and write books. Phil is one of the pioneers of the graphic novel art form having published one of the very first graphic novels in the United States in 1977.  That book, Even Cazco Gets the Blues paved the way for many other publishers and Phil's fellow artists to dive into the form. That same year, Phil became one of the first comic book publishers to have a booth at the American Booksellers Show (now the BookExpoAmerica show).   Phil followed that milestone book with at least one new graphic novel every year in the decade that followed.  In 1993, his wordless graphic novel The Winged Tiger (which featured illustrated introductions by Jean Giraud "Moebius" and Elfquest's creator Wendy Pini) became an instant classic.  In fact, it was picked as one of the best 101 graphic novels in print.  Phil's book Theo the Dinosaur, which promoted our slogan, “Read.  Avoid Extinction." Came out in 1991 and was used by the ALA and others to promote reading.  Phil has written and illustrated more than 80 books.  
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   Phil had a 5-month art show of his reading dinosaurs at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History in Cleveland in 2006.  NBM publishers in New York City then released a brand new hardcover version of Phil’s Dinosaurs Across America in full color.  This is a perfect book for all libraries, schools and bookstores.  In the March 2008 School Library Journal, Dinosaurs Across America was named one of the best 25 graphic novels to promote lifelong reading.  It was also on Children’s Choices 2008—a list of children’s favorites compiled by the Children’s Book Council and the International Reading Association.   


We try and combine our events with interviews with the local media on the subjects of creativity and literacy and how art and reading can change anyone's life.  Our books and these events inspire people of all ages to turn off the TV and give the arts and reading and the creative arts a place in their lives.  Phil has inspired artists and writers all over the world.  Our "Read. Avoid Extinction." dinosaurs were featured on t-shirts for many years through the American Library Association and other groups worldwide.

   Our Winged Tiger Comics & Stories series features many famous artists from all fields actually giving practical advice to students as to how they became successful in their lives.  Some of the artists featured in this series include Star Wars Director George Lucas, Happy Days' Henry Winkler, The Jungle Book's Jason Scott Lee, MAD magazine’s Sergio Aragones, Grammy winner Los Lobos, Blankets artist Craig Thompson, Berlin's Jason Lutes, If You Give A Mouse A Cookie artist Felicia Bond, For Better or For Worse creator Lynn Johnston, author Jane Yolen, and many others.   
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Phil founded Cartoonists Across America in 1985 after his friend Wally “Famous”Amos explained the problem of illiteracy in America to him. Currently, there are an estimated 40 million American adults who are functionally illiterate. Phil pledged to tour the world for 15 years (1986-2000) in order to try and really reach a generation of young people. On September 12, 1999, Wally presented Phil an Alphie Award on behalf of the Los Angeles County Library Foundation at Sony Pictures Studios. Along with actor Edward James Olmos and Imperial Toy Company CEO Dr. Fred Kort, Phil was recognized for his years of dedication in promoting literacy. When accepting the award, Phil announced that he would continue to tour the globe until the year 2010.

   As we've traveled throughout the world these last 24 years promoting reading and the arts, it has become clear to us that we have to do more to make education really mean something to students. Our books, speaking engagements, mural events, and our art workshops have proven that they reach kids of all ages and attract important media attention to these issues.  Phil has spoken to hundreds of thousands of students from the elementary school level to teachers in universities.  He has also been a featured speaker at educational, library, and book conferences around the world.  His graphic novel workshops have been successful with all ages and the number of professional artists who have influenced from Phil's ideas and support for the last 35 years is amazing.    Phil's mural painting events and speaking engagements continue to draw media attention to the education crisis we all face
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 Phil’s new book “Steve the Dog and the Winged Tiger” was written with co-author Geoff Bevington and colored by Lieve Jerger.  It is a universal story set in Phil’s birth city of Chicago and is designed to encourage people of all ages to cut down on the electronic entertainment and get out and see the real world.

  Cartoonists Across America has crossed North America more than 200 times, painting more than 1800 colorful literacy murals in 49 states and 3 Canadian provinces (not to mention a huge mural in Budapest, Hungary in August 1990 that resulted in a dinosaur postage stamp celebrating the United Nations Year of Literacy). We have had many guest artists paint with us from Teenage Ninja Turtles creator Kevin Eastman to actor Alan Alda.  Former First Lady Barbara Bush painted a mural with us in the Library of Congress and later Mrs. Bush honored us in the White House for our work.   We have appeared all over the United States as well as in China, Italy, Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Mexico, Germany, The Netherlands, France, and The Cayman Islands.  In February, Phil was invited to speak about creating graphic novels by the Book Development Council in Singapore.  This was Phil’s third trip to Singapore.  He painted murals in Singapore and also in Malaysia on this trip before heading to Chicago mid-March to start our Midwest tour.  The ‘Cartoonists Across America and the World’ tour ends in December  2010.

Cartoons and humor have a way of transcending cultural boundaries and really reaching more people. Promoting literacy and the arts can only improve the lives of everyone in our communities. 
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